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Many moons ago a great king 
sentenced his innocent wife to death, 

but every night she tells the king a 
story, leaving the tale unfinished until 
the next night so that the king would 

spare her life to hear the ending. 
This lasted for one thousand and one 
Arabian nights, until the king finally 

released her. This is just one of 
those tales …
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There once lived in a town of Persia 
two brothers, one named Kassem 

and the other Ali Baba. Their father 
was not a rich man but when he died 
he divided his small wealth equally 
between them. 

Ali Baba was a simple woodcutter 
and was very grateful for this gift 
which he used to marry his childhood 
sweetheart, Morgiana, and set up 
home with her. Kassem, however, was 
cross. As the eldest son he thought he 
should have inherited all of his father’s 
wealth. Money and a luxurious life 
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One day, as Ali Baba stopped to 
sharpen his axe, he heard people 
approaching. It was rare to see anyone 
in the woods. Ali Baba worried they 
might be up to no good, so he set his 
mules loose to wander and hid himself 
up a tree.

Ali Baba was quick and nimble. He 
climbed way up into the branches out 
of sight as the group appeared below. 
It was clear to see they were a large 
group of men on horseback – and not 
just any men, but dangerous-looking 
men with curved blades and blood-
soaked clothes. They looked unwashed 
and unkempt and had bulging 
saddlebags whose gaps twinkled in  
the sunlight.

‘Bandits!’ Ali Baba thought with 

meant more to Kassem than anything 
else and so he set out to marry one of 
the richest women in town. She was 
not known for her grace or kindness 
and so they suited each other well. 
Their wedding was an extravagant 
affair with many guests and a great 
feast, but it lacked the charm of Ali 
Baba’s simple wedding in the woods. 
But everybody is different and in  
this way everyone was content with 
their lives.

As a woodcutter, Ali Baba spent 
many happy hours out in the woods 
with his three mules who carried the 
load. All day he would wander through 
the trees, humming a jolly tune while 
collecting his wood. He knew the 
forest better than any man alive.
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Ali Baba counted forty men in 
total, and it was clear they were 
planning something special as  
the horses slowed and their 
chatter stopped. They looked 
around suspiciously as they 
approached the solid rock of the 
mountainside. There was a clear 
leader of the group, the  

biggest of the 

horror. ‘Dirty rotten thieves!’
It was a good thing he had hidden 

himself. Not that he had anything 
worth stealing, of course, but men like 
that might just kill him for the fun of it!
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forty thieves spilled back out, quietly and 
secretively with their saddlebags emptied.

‘That is where they store their stolen 
goods,’ thought Ali Baba. ‘It must be a 
treasure trove in there!’

The bearded leader, Hadi, silently 
nodded to the men and then they all 
rode their separate ways. Hadi was the 
last to leave. He tilted his head as if he 
could tell someone was watching him, 
but Ali Baba was too well hidden. Still, 
it was a long time after all the men had 
left that Ali Baba felt brave enough to 
come down.

It was near dark now and Ali Baba 
had trouble finding his three mules 
who had enjoyed their time loose in 
the forest.

‘Wretched beasts,’ mumbled Ali 

men with an ugly, gnarly beard who 
the other men called Hadi. He 
stepped forward to face the rock and 
said the words ‘Open Sesame!’

To Ali Baba’s utter amazement the 
stone rolled back to reveal an entrance 
to a cave and the men and their horses 
quickly rode inside. The stone then 
slid back again leaving Ali Baba up his 
tree with his mouth hanging open in 
shock. Had he really seen the side of a 
mountain open up like a door?

Ali Baba desperately wanted to climb 
down, find his mules and hurry away 
as quickly as possible, but he was so 
scared that the evil men might reappear 
and catch him that he remained rooted 
to the spot. All afternoon he waited and 
then finally the rock rolled back and the 
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shouldn’t he, Ali Baba, take what he 
wanted from these rotten robbers? It 
would serve them right after all! 

Cautiously, Ali Baba approached 
the rock where the men had entered 
and ran his hands over it. It certainly 
seemed very solid; there was no 
disguised doorway. Maybe he had 
dreamed the whole thing? Wait, 
hadn’t the bandits’ leader, Hadi, said 
something to make it open?

‘Open Sesame,’ said Ali Baba, and 
without hesitation the rock slid back 
to reveal the entrance. ‘You stay here,’ 
Ali Baba told his mules with nervous 
excitement. ‘I’ll just be a minute.’

Ali Baba slowly entered the thieves’ 
cave and stared in wonder as he was 
greeted by the most dazzling sight. 

Baba as he affectionately tickled his 
favourite mule between the ears. 
‘Morgiana will be cross with me for 
not taking any wood to market today. 
We are poor enough as it is without 
losing a day’s wages because I was 
hiding in a tree!’

The mule nosed Ali Baba and seemed 
to him to be looking at the rock where 
the thieves’ secret den was.

‘I bet there is a lot of money in there,’ 
said Ali Baba. ‘So much that they 
wouldn’t even notice a coin or  
two missing …’

Ali Baba wasn’t a courageous man 
but he was a moral one. Why should 
he suffer the loss of a day’s pay while 
hiding from men who simply took 
what they wanted from others? Why 
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bandits – their fathers’ fathers must 
have begun such a hoard. Why 
did they continue to gather such 
riches unless they liked the life of a 
scoundrel? Ali Baba shuddered: these 
were bad men indeed. He would take 
a few coins and at least be able to feed 
himself and his family for a few weeks.

The cavern was filled to the brim with 
stolen treasures: rich bales of silk, 
brocade and carpeting, gold and silver 
ingots and trinkets in great heaps, and 
plenty of coins in numerous sacks. 
Truly these thieves were not struggling 
poor folk but career criminals that 
must come from a long line of proud 
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not hurt I shall beat you until you are 
for making me worry so!’

Ali Baba smiled and kissed her.
‘Worry not, for I have some good 

news!’ And he handed his wife one of 
the gold coins.

She went quite pale with shock.
‘Good lord!’ she cried. ‘We shall eat 

like sultans this week! However did 
you get it? You didn’t do anything bad 
I hope?’

Ali Baba told his wife the whole story. 
She was fearful at first, but Ali Baba 
reassured her that although this looked 
like an awful lot of treasure, so much 
of it remained that it would never be 
missed. As long as they kept it a secret 
they need never worry about being 
found out.

Ali Baba turned to leave, the  
three coins he had plucked light  
in his pocket. 

‘If the robbers wouldn’t miss three 
coins, then surely they wouldn’t miss 
six,’ he thought. ‘Or even nine!’

By the time he had finished, the gold-
struck Ali Baba had loaded as many 
gold coins as his three mules could 
possibly carry. Then with a burst of 
guilt he led them away to the safety  
of his own house, making sure that  
he had covered his tracks and that  
the treasure would not be missed.

When he returned home his  
wife, Morgiana, was both angry  
and relieved.

‘Where have you been? You are late!’ 
she fretted. ‘Are you hurt? If you are 
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weigh the money instead of counting 
it?’ said Morgiana.

Ali Baba liked any idea that would 
make the task go quicker and so 
Morgiana set off for Kassem’s house  
in town. Kassem and his wife, Rana,  
lived in a row of very wealthy, large 
houses, all with a surrounding wall  
and a big front gate as well as an  
inner courtyard. 

‘Good evening, sister-in-law,’ 
Morgiana greeted Rana. ‘I have  
come to ask to borrow a set of  
scales, if you please.’

Rana looked her sister-in-law up  
and down. She despised how vulgar 
and poor Ali Baba and his wife were, 
but could never refuse a request  
from family.

‘But whatever shall we do with all this 
money?’ she asked. ‘People will wonder 
where it came from.’

Ali Baba agreed. ‘We will hide it and 
spend it bit by bit only on the things 
we need.’

Morgiana was a very organised 
woman though and said, ‘We’ll need 
to know how much we have, to keep 
track of it.’

And so they set about the task of 
counting it. After the first bag, and 
with five still to go, Ali Baba quickly 
grew bored.

‘This is taking too long. We can’t have 
it lying out in the open like this. We 
must bury it soon.’

‘Should I run and borrow some scales 
from your brother’s house so we could 
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One day while Ali Baba is collecting wood in 
the forest he overhears the password to a cave 

where thieves have hidden their treasure. 
For the simple woodcutter it’s a dream 
come true, or is it? The thieves soon find 

out that someone else knows about 
the cave. And they go looking  

for the culprit!

A brilliant edition of one of the 
great classic tales of all time.

But beware – this one is not for 
the squeamish!


